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Tuesday, May 9, 2007 
 
 

Visit of Dr. Bernard Nahlen, Deputy Coordinator for the PMI  
 

 
From April 30 to May 7, 2007, Dr. Bernard Nahlen, Deputy Coordinator 
for President Bush’s Malaria Initiative, was in Madagascar with a team of 
health experts from USAID Washington and the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC), Atlanta.  Dr. Nahlen was named to this position on March 
5, 2007.  The purpose of the visit was to work with the Ministry of Health, 
Family Planning and Social Protection to develop Madagascar’s first-year 
Presidential Malaria Initiative Operational Plan with activities starting in 
October 2007.  One month ago the first PMI team conducted a needs 
assessment of the National Malaria Control Program.   
 
Madagascar is among the 15 sub-Saharan countries which have been 

chosen to halve the mortality rate due to malaria within five years by targeting 85% of vulnerable population 
with life saving interventions.  PMI is already saving lives and has reached more than six million Africans in the 
first three focus countries – Uganda, Tanzania, and Angola. 
 
Dr. Nahlen worked with the PMI team and the National Malaria Program providing guidance for the PMI 
operational plan on malaria technical issues and program interventions to maintain coherence with the 
Government of Madagascar’s vision for malaria elimination by 2015.  In keeping with the PMI principles of 
partnership, Dr. Nahlen also met with key Roll Back Malaria (RBM) Partners, such as the World Health 
Organization (WHO)and the UNICEF Country Representatives. He completed two field visits. In Miarinarivo, 
he visited the Poste Sentinelle located at the District Health Service, which monitors all malaria data and 
indicators at the disctrict level. The second visit, to the commune of Belavabary, Anjiro in Moramanga, was a 
good demonstration of community engagement in promoting malaria prevention and control approaches, such 
as long-lasting mosquito nets, and anti-malarial drugs.  When he left the country on May 7, Dr. Nahlen was 
confident that the President’s Malaria Initiative was on track in Madagascar, and that it will contribute to the 
Madagascar Action Plan.   
 
Dr. Nahlen is a Commissioned Officer in the U.S. Public Health Service and has most recently served as Senior 
Advisor at the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.  Since 2003 he has also served as Chair of 
the RBM Monitoring and Evaluation Reference group.  He oversaw the production of the Africa Malaria 
Report 2003 and the World Malaria Report 2005, produced by the WHO and UNICEF on behalf of the RBM 
partners. 

 


